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CONFIDENTIAL MADRID 3743 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP (AMBASSADOR ROBERT J. MCCLOSKEY) 

SUBJ: TRAVEL OF SPANISH BASE NEGOTIATOR, AMBASSADOR 
MCCLOSKEY-PROGRAM IN SPAIN 

REF: STATE 122260 

PASS AMB RIVERO 

1. MFA DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR NORTH AMERICAN AFFIARS (PERINAT) 

HAS JUST CONVEYED FOREIGN MINISTER CORTINA'S DESIRE THAT 
PLANNED VISIT OF AMB MCCLOSKEY TO SPAIN BEGINNING JUNE 23 BE 
DEFERRED. 

2. REASON GIVEN IS THAT THIS VISIT WOULD COME SO SOON AFTER 
CORTINA'S VISIT TO WASHINGTON JUNE 21 THAT MINISTER WOULD NOT HAVE 
SUFFICIENT TIME TO REPORT RESULTS OF HIS MEETINGS THERE. IN 
COURSE CONSIDERABLE DISCUSSION PERINAT EXPLAINED FURTHER THAT 
MINISTER WAS CONCERNED THAT IF AMB MCCLOSKEY CAMETO SPAIN 
IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE MINISTER'S TALKS IN WASHINGTON, HIS TRIP 
HERE, INCLUDING TALKS WITH TOP SPANISH OFFICIALS, WOULD CONVEY 
MISLEADING IMPRESSION THAT NEGOTIATIONS WERE FURTHER ALONG THAN 
WAS THE CASE. 

3. 1 NOTED THAT MAIN PURPOSES OF PLANNED MCCLOSKEY 

VISIT WERE TO OBTAIN FIRST HAND EXPOSURE TO SPANISH VIEWPOINTS 

AND BECOME FAMILIAR WITH U.S. FACILITIESINSPAIN, THAT THIS 

WAS FIRST WE HAD HEARD OF ANY SPANISH RESERVATIONS REGARDING 

SUCH VISIT, AND THAT, IN VIEW OF APPROACHING SUMMER STANDDOWN, 

WHEN SPANISH OFFICIALS LEFT MADRID. IT MIGHT NOT BE FEASIBLE TO 
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RESCHEDULE VISIT FOR SOME TIME. PERINAT RESPONDED THAT MINISTER 
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WAS NOT FOR OR AGAINST VISIT IN PRINCIPLE BUT THOUGHT IT BEST 
TO LEAVE DECISION ON IT AND ITS TIMING UNTIL RESULTS OF HIS 
TALKS IN WASHINGTON COULD BE EVALUATED. 

AXELROD 
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